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Wakayama faces the Pacific Ocean and occupies
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- - . a large slice of the Kii peninsula.

I s I a aya m a The prefectural capital is Wakayama City and
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is just one hour from Osaka by train, and 45

minutes from Kansai International Airport

T h e S p i r i t u a I_-“ H e a rt o-f |J a p a n = 4 Inland Wakayama is dominated by the Kii. mountains,

home to World Heritage ancient pilgrimage routes,

sacred shrines, and mountaintop temples.
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Along the 600-kilometre coastline, there are
world-class beaches, hot spring resorts, and
fantastic ocean views.
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Journey to Authentic Wakayama

Wakayama City is just an hour and a half by train from the Expo 2025 venue. Wakayama Prefecture is blessed with
diverse natural landscapes, rich history, and unique local culture. It also boasts one of the largest numbers of onsen
in the Kansai region, with plenty of bathing spots to enjoy. If you are looking for something tasty to eat, you'll find
it in Wakayama, from fresh seafood to mountain delicacies and local dishes. Wakayama is full of the best travel
experiences, including scenic sightseeing spots, history, culture, onsen, and a variety of activities. Here is basic
information about Wakayama along with our recommendations for must-visit destinations.

Wakayama City

Wakayama's largest city, just
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Venue: Yumeshima
(Waterfront area of Osaka City)

45 minutes from Kansai
International Airport, is located
- in the north of the region and
borders Osaka. The impressive
white castle with its distinctive
gabled roof sits on top of a hill
overlooking Wakayama City.
Explore inside the castle and
stroll the scenic grounds.
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High-up in the Kii mountains
where the air is crisp and the
atmosphere sublime, there lays
Koyasan. In this ethereal
landscape, more than 12
centuries ago, an esoteric
Buddhist sect known as Shingon
was born. To this day, visitors
journey to wonder at the 117
temples on this sacred mountain,
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world over, soy sauce was first
produced in Japan in this rural
area of Wakayama. It is also
the home of the most famous
Japanese salt-pickled ume
(Japanese Apricot) relish,
umeboshi.
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some of the best beaches
nationwide, and are home to
historic onsen, as well as an
amusement park featuring a
200 and an aquarium. No visit
to Wakayama is complete
without a stay by the sea.

Known for its natural beauty,
southern Wakayama is home
to clear rivers, a craggy
coastline and colorful coral
reefs. For much of the year,
whale-watching tours and

¢ scuba diving draw visitors to

e the coastal town of Kushimoto.

Further inland, Kozagawa
attracts campers and nature
lovers.
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For millennia the mountainous
region of Kumano has been
thought to be the mythical “holy
ground where gods dwell.” During
the Heian period (794 - 1185),
the Imperial household and court
made the 30 to 40 day arduous

Explore new and exciting sights!

journey from the ancient capital of The OfflClal waka ama
Kyoto to this remote area, in search . y
of heaven on earth. It is here that Travel Gulde

https://visitwakayama.jp

Kumano Sanzan, the three grand
shrines and Nachisan Seiganto-ji
Temple, were established.
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